Holding Down the Fort in Valdez

Meet Sister Marie Ann Brent

Whan Sister Marie Ann Brant came
to Alaska in 1970, she plannad

on staying one momh 1o work on
spacial projects for the Diocese of
Junaay,

Thirty-five years later. this Sister of
the Holy Family is stil going strong
in the state that she now calls
home

She has been active n the
Archdiocese of Anchorage

mnce 1980, She stared the
Unalaska/Dutch Harbor Mission
and remainad therne untll 1985,
Following har stint in Un#laska,
she served as tha equivalent of a
Parish Administrator in the fishing
village of Dillingham.

In 1993 she movad to Valdez, the
terminus of the Alaska Pipaline
wheare she currently serves as the
Parish Director.

The Valdez (say "Val-deez") Parish
was officially founded in 1908, In
2003, the parish joyiully observed
the 100-year annivarsary of the
very first mass celebrated thare.
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* Currently about 115 families
risprasenting widely variad
multinational and racial
backgrounds including
Viatnamese. Philipping, Thai, and
Indonesian make up the parish.

“We also have lots of people
working at different levels at the
Alyeska Fipaina Terminal,.”

“The parish is absolutely
phenomenall” said Sister Marie
Ann. "The people have
taken cwnership, Wl am
unable to l2ad the sarvice
and there is not a priest
coming thal day. they form
a team and taka over.
They are using their gifis
o keap il allve, they are a
vital and prayerful parish.”

Sister Marie Ann also
noted that the parish

is actively involved in
social |ustice issues and
outreach, “That's what
keeps me going,” she said.

Even with a very active
and involved parish, Sistar
Marie Ann has her plate
full. She offers pastoral
counsel, organizes
liturgical ministries and
works on the finance
council, When a priest is able to
maka il imo Valdez, all advance
preparations for the visit must be
mada by Sister Marie Ann or a Lay
Presider.

"l am respansible o see that

-the Prayers of the Faithful are

ready, the litifgical books out and

Sester Marve A Breor éngans being a part of the vi-
raf and worive parmd ir Vaddor. Phote vomeresy foder
Rivvovee, The Cathenlie Archror

Even with a very active and involved
parish, Sister Marie Ann has her
plate full. She offers pastoral counsel,
organizes liturgical ministries and
works on the finance council.

“For a parish of our size, we
have a very large. young family
population,” said Sr. Marie Ann.

marked, suffickent hosts and wine,
Litwrgical ministers for each Mass
and frequently take a tum at the

organ as we have three Liurgies
on the weekend.”

"The Archbishop has always seean
that we have a priest for at least
a weak at Christrmag and Holy
Week and Easler." said Sr. Marie
Ann. “Tha paopla are extremely
welcoming and hospitabla. The

folks make sure the visiting priest
feels walcome and is well lad!®

Weather can be a problem when
priests try 0 get in and out of the
town. “Fr. Bill Hanrahan was o
fiy out Saturday aftermoon, but

the weather went down and the
plana couldn't get in. In fact, we've
bean 3 days without a plana! This
makes week 4 without a priest.”
Said Sister Marie Ann. "The
people really appreciate a priest
whan they finally see onel”
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